
Grading Online Session



Acknowledgement of Country

Netball NSW acknowledges and pays respect to the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we’re meeting this evening, for me 

that is the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation.  

We pay respect to their culture, history and Elders, past, present 

and emerging. 



To lead and 

support our 

netball 

community to 

grow and thrive



GRADING ONLINE SESSION

BEYOND THE COURT RESOURCES
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WHY DO CHILDREN 
PLAY SPORT?

• Fun
• Play with Friends
• Making New Friends
• Sense Of Belonging
• Health & Wellbeing



WHY DO WE GRADE 
AT NETBALL?

1. Aligned competition
2. Enhanced player 

development
3. Wellbeing
4. Competition Integrity



WHAT ARE THE 
BENEFITS OF
NOT GRADING?

1. Focus on Fun First
2. Increased Confidence
3. Greater inclusion
4. Stronger Friendships
5. Development Without 

Pressure



THINGS TO CONSIDER 
BEFORE GRADING

• Do all players need to attend trials?
• Grading only the top two grades
• Numbers of players registered
• Players that are new to netball

• Positions for new players



CLUB PREPARATION

• Create a Grading Committee
• Come & Try Day
• Paper Grading
• Games
• Selection documents
• Umpires
• Volunteers on the day



PRE GRADING DAY 
EMAIL

• Introduction to your club
• What is grading & what to 

expect?
• Location – include a map
• Arrival & finish time
• What to wear & bring?
• What happens after grading?



GRADING DAY 
EXPERIENCE
ON THE DAY

• Signage
• Meet & Greet
• Check In Table
• Welcome – Club Values & 

Volunteer Opportunities
• Skill session prior to trials
• Senior players on sideline to 

help with rules
• Thank you – what’s next



PUTTING TEAMS TOGETHER

• Grading Committee comes together
• Numbers for each age group 

Things to Consider

• Keeping friends together
• What effect does moving players have on players 

and/or the teams?
• Will moving a player keep them in the game?



PLAYER MOVEMENT
 

• Treat players how you would 
want your child treated

• Call before sending the email
• Be clear on why & the 

opportunities for movement
• Listen without judgement
• Give it time



TEAM EMAIL 

• Team details
• Game day details
• Training details
• Introduction to the committee
• What is volunteering?
• How to get involved & the 

benefits
• What’s next – Spirit Days etc



TEAM CHALLENGE

• You can’t make everyone happy
• Follow Club policies & procedures

• Remember it’s not you, it’s the situation
• Be flexible if they would like to move on from your Club



THE GRADING EXPERIENCE

Every decision we make should answer one question:
Does this create a better experience for our young netballers?



The Future With Play HQ

AI Grading Tool – currently being tested by a few Associations
Proposed Timeline – by end of 2026, available for ALL Associations and 

Clubs.



1.AutomatedCollectionofActive&HistoricalDatainoneplace.



2.ConsolidatedPreviewofTeamPerformance…



3. …with PlayerHistoryintheSameDrawer.



4.TransparentRecommendationEngine...



5.…withManualAdjustment& AuditsforGradingDecisions.





UPCOMING NNSW EVENTS



QUESTIONS?
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